Diagnostic ultrasound in the management of patients using intrauterine contraceptive devices.
A group of 80 patients was scanned by ultrasound within 24 hours of insertion of an intrauterine contraceptive device (IUCD) and re-examined clinically and/or by ultrasound after the next menstrual period. An attempt was made to identify factors such as uterine size, uterine flexion and the position of the IUCD which might be related to its expulsion or removal when, on initial scanning, the device was not located in the fundal area; removal was necessary in 5 out of 6 patients. In patients with an endometrial cavity of less than 40 mm length and/or acute uterine flexion, the overall figure for expulsion and removal was 54 per cent (13 out of 24). It is hoped that a consideration of these factors will lead to a reduction of the failure rate of the IUCD.